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Dear friends and family, 

 

March and April came and left before I realized it. I will try my best to fill 
you in with the activities of the past few months. 
 
Pre-Departure 
I was approved to depart for Ghana the beginning of March and 
tickets were purchased within a week of approval. Thus began the 
countdown to my departure date. I spoke at a few churches in March 
and spent some remaining time with family. I was commissioned as a 
lay missionary with Lutheran Bible Translators on April 9th at St. 
John Lutheran Church in Okarche, OK and I left for Ghana on April 
12th. 
 
Arrival and Orientation 
I arrived in Accra, Ghana on the morning of April 13th. The first few 
days were a mixture of recovering from jet lag while also meeting 
with leaders of various organizations. I was able to meet with the 
president of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana and the 
General Secretary of the Bible Society of Ghana. I will work alongside 
both of these organizations as the Komba Old Testament is translated. 
 
There is much to learn about life in Ghana. My beginning months in 
the country are focused on orientation to life here. Various LBT 
missionaries are teaching me a wide array of tasks that are important 
for everyday life. I have been learning about where to purchase food 
and how to clean it so I will not get sick when I eat it.  
 
I am also learning how to interact well socially. In every culture 
there are rules that govern how we interact with other people. For 
example, people in America may greet the next door neighbor they 
know, but they may not greet a neighbor they do not know who is 
sitting on their porch several blocks away. Here in Ghana, we would 
greet both our neighbor and the stranger. And when we greet, we do 
not just say, “Hello!” but we also ask questions like, “How are you?” 
and “How is your work going” and “How is your family?” 
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Overview of  
Spring 2016 

 
April: Commissioning service on 
the 9th, depart for Ghana on the 
12th and arrive in country on 13th. 
Remainder of month spent in 
orientating to life in Ghana. 
May: Continued or ientation in 
country and begin language 
learning through immersion. 

Here I am with my colleague as we 
greeted the president of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of 

Here I am with the General Secretary 
of the Bible Society of Ghana.  



For more information about Lutheran Bible Translators, check  
out LBT.org and see my bio under the tab “about/missionaries”. 

Correspondence: 
Michael.Ersland@LBT.org 
Facebook: Ersland Updates 

erslandministry.wordpress.com 

Contributions:  
Lutheran Bible Translators  
PO Box 789 
Concordia, MO 64020 
 

Checks written to Lutheran Bible 
Translators with Ersland 
Ministry, (or) Ersland-Vehicle on 
the memo line. You can also give 
online at LBT.org 

Why talk more and ask about things that may seem “personal” 
to Americans? The answer points back to unwritten rules that 
are a fabric of the culture here. For me, it is helpful because it 
helps create and strengthen relationships with all kinds of 
people, from the butcher, mechanic, and tailor to the president of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana. 
 
Vehicle 
I thank you all for generously investing in both my household 
and vehicle projects. The household set-up project is 100% 
completed! Thank you! I am about 70% completed with the 
vehicle project. Since both of my projects have been progressing 
well, LBT let me come to Ghana.  
 
While I was in Accra, my colleague took me to a dealership to 
look at a truck. They had a test drive truck for a very reduced 
price, but we had to decline the truck because my vehicle fund is 
not completed.  
 
As a result, I am still asking for individuals, groups, and 
churches to consider designating a gift toward my vehicle 
project. To designate a gift to the vehicle fund, you write a 
check to LBT and you place Ersland-Vehicle on the memo line. 
 
Thank you! 
I would like to thank you all for your partnership with my 
ministry. From prayer to financial partners, you are all a huge 
blessing. It is through you that I am in Ghana right now. God’s 
blessings to you and your family and the tasks that God has in 
store for you! 

Confident in Christ, 
 

Michael Ersland 

If you would prefer to NOT receive future emails or letters, or would like additional information  
on LBT and missionary support, please contact Karen Campbell,((800) 532-4253 ext. 142 or  Karen.Campbell@LBT.org).  

Prayer Requests 

 Thanksgiving for being able to 

come to Ghana and for safe 

travels. 

 Thanksgiving for prayer and 

financial partners all across the 

U.S.  

 For wisdom, energy, and focus as I 

continue to orient myself to life in 

Ghana and begin language 

learning. 

 How may I pray for you? Please let 

me know so that I may be praying 

for you too! 

Here I am at the butcher’s stand 
getting some beef.  

My colleague and I found it important 
that I sit in different trucks. Being tall 
means that I need to make sure my legs 
do not hit the steering wheel! 
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