
said. But after being forced by duties to drive, and practicing
way outside of the city, he was able to persevere and begin
the task of assembling a trustworthy team and work with the
local church to build a Shekgalagari Bible translation from
the ground up.
“After nearly a year of getting established, we’ve learned

to throw many of our preconceived ideas of ‘what makes us
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Lutheran Bible Translators

The mission of Lutheran Bible Translators [LBT] is to help
bring people to faith in Jesus Christ by making the Word of
God available to those who do not yet have it in the language
of their hearts.

(Editor’s note) Stepping out in faith with your family…
spending decades away overseas… facing challenges, fears
and opportunities (both known and unknown), far from
friends and traditional support…responding to Christ’s
Great Commission by becoming long term overseas
missionaries…
Overseas missionary life can be daunting for even the

most dedicated and experienced missionary family. Imagine
how rookie missionaries feel!
Last year (Christmas 2009) we interviewed two

newly commissioned missionary families getting ready
to go overseas, asking about their hopes, fears and
expectations. 
The Rudowske and Fay families have been overseas

for more than a year now. We asked them to update us
on their lives, and the surprises, difficulties and
blessings of missionary service. In this issue, we’ll hear
from the Rudowskes. In the Christmas Messenger, we’ll
catch up with the Fays. 

The Rudowske family left Chicago on a sweltering
July 2009 afternoon and landed after 20 hours in
the air at a freezing Botswana airport. But the

temperature difference was nothing compared to what
they quickly ran into…literally. 
A few days after landing, Rich, who had driven

more than 20,000 miles in the U.S. during partnership
development, had a car accident that put him off
driving for more than three weeks. (They drive on the
“wrong” side of the road in Botswana and the steering
wheel is on the “wrong” side as well). He got over it.
“It was like being a baby and starting from scratch,” he

After 1 Year in Botswana…

The Rudowskes Reflect on Their
Bible Translation Ministry

Continued on page 3

Over 1,200 Celebrate the Haruai 
New Testament Translation

School children and teachers bring the New Testaments to the
celebration arena. For story and more pictures, see page 2.
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What’s It All About?
If you’ve ever puzzled over the breadth of LBT’s ministry,

this issue of the Messenger might provide some guidance.
LBT is about new missionaries adjusting to new

languages and new cultures, sharing the Gospel, carrying
out their mission, and raising a family. The Rudowskes
provide us with insights into some of the challenges faced
by missionaries new to the field.
LBT is about the spiritual side of life, too. One of the

profound challenges of living and working in a new culture is
that worship in the host language is as difficult for the
missionary as worship in English would be for the host
congregations! So when a pastor and his wife from the U.S. (in
this case, Rev. Dan and Jan Gilbert), come to lead a spiritual
retreat for missionaries, it is truly “showers of blessings.”
LBT is, of course, about Bible translation. We all 

rejoiced with John and Maila Davies back in April when the
Haruai New Testament was presented to the Haruai people
of Papua New Guinea.

Finally, LBT is about missionaries – not just those
starting out, but experienced missionaries; missionaries who
are retiring with a career behind them; and seasoned
missionaries with a career in front of them. There are
potential missionaries, those who are seeking direction from
God for their life and ministry. In some cases they have
attended an LBT I.D.I.O.M. (In-Depth Investigation of
Missions). They most certainly have a heart for missions and
are seeking God’s guidance about investing that heart with
LBT or another mission organization.
Have I said everything there is to say about LBT? 

Hardly! But this issue of the Messenger provides us with a
wonderful sampling of the elements that help to describe the
heartbeat of Lutheran Bible Translators. As you pray and
give, thank God for this wonderfully diverse ministry that is
fundamentally committed to “helping
bring people to faith in Jesus Christ
by making the Word of God available
to those who do not yet have it in the
language of their hearts.”

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Dr. Marshall R. Gillam, CFRE
Executive Director

Lukson sobbed tears of joy
as his people received God’s
Word in their language.

Students each received a 
copy of the New Testament.

Over 1,200 Celebrate
Rev. Dr. John and Maila Davies, LBT associate

missionaries, first met Lukson (then Ikip) as a teenager on
December 25, 1986. He knocked on their door in Dusin,
Papua New Guinea. “Excuse me,” he said. “I heard that you
are translating the Bible for the Kobon people. Can you please
help me to translate some verses of the Bible for my people?”
He stayed in the Davies’ home for a week and left with

about ten key verses recorded on a cassette (there was no
alphabet for the language) and a hand crank cassette player to
play the verses in his village. Some months later he returned
and said his people liked them very much and wanted more. 
So began the task of working with Lukson to translate the

New Testament into Haruai. It took 23 years from start to
finish. The translation and typesetting were completed in
2009. The New Testament was distributed to the Haruai
people on April 18, 2010, during celebrations held in the
village of Fankfank.
The 2,000 speakers of the Haruai language live in the

westernmost corner of Madang Province in Papua New
Guinea. Haruai schools were organized there over 10 years
ago. Lukson serves as the superintendent of the Haruai
Living Word School district. Hundreds of children have
passed through the school system, learning to read and write
their language and coming to faith in Jesus Christ. The
school children were among the crowd of 1,200 people who
welcomed the Haruai New Testament into their hearts and
lives. People from the Kobon, Minimib, Hagahai and other
language areas also joined the celebration.
Although Lukson has attended New Testament dedication

ceremonies for other language groups, none held more
meaning than seeing the Word of God come to his own
people in their own language. “As the Haruai, Kobon, and
Minimib school children and teachers carried the cartons of
New Testaments into the celebration arena, Lukson was
sobbing,” said Rev. Davies.
New Testaments were presented to each child who had

graduated from school as well as to Haruai teachers and
representatives from various Haruai communities. The
celebration also included games, contests, and Scripture reading.
Per Lukson’s request, the cover of the Haruai New

Testament is green. “The Word of God is alive so it should
be green!” he said.



Fall 2010 Messenger  3

Dr. Eugene and Bernice
Bunkowske, pioneering
missionaries in West African

Bible translation and mission
service around the world, received
Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT)
Lifetime Achievement Award at the
LBT Annual Dinner on April 30,
2010. 
The award was presented to

them in recognition of their more
than 50 years of Bible translation,
linguistics, communications,
mission, outreach, volunteer and
education service to Christ around the world as well as in the
U.S. Throughout their lives, they have been, and remain
active and involved in Bible translation efforts, teaching,
volunteering, and missionary service with the LCMS-World
Mission and United Bible Societies. They have a special
relationship with LBT, being among the founding members
of the organization. Both have served on the LBT Board of
Directors.
“Dr. and Mrs. Bunkowske have shared, lived, and acted on

their passion for reaching out and spreading God’s Word to
the whole world over half a century… so far,” Rev. Dr.
Douglas Rutt, LBT Board Chair said as he presented the
award to the Bunkowskes. 
“Without God given experts like Dr. and Bernice

Bunkowkse, LBT’s efforts would not be nearly as
successful,” Dr. Marshall Gillam, LBT Executive Director
said. “They combine a lifetime fervor for mission outreach

overseas through Bible translation with
practical hands on and technical
experience.”
The Bunkowskes spent over twenty years

in Africa, serving mainly in Nigeria. They
returned to the U.S. in 1982. Dr. Bunkowske
served as a professor at Concordia
Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, Indiana.
There he founded and directed the PhD
Program in Missiology and helped found
the Communicator, a publication of the
Lutheran Society of Missiology (LSM).
Bernice finished her BA in education from
— at that time — Concordia Teachers

College, River Forest, in 1984, and served as editor of the
Communicator.
Dr. Bunkowske also served as an LCMS vice president

from 1989 to 1998. He earned a PhD in Linguistics with
minors in Cross-Cultural studies, Anthropology/Sociology
and Communication from the University of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA). In 2002 he became Professor of Christian
Outreach at Concordia University, St. Paul, Minnesota,
occupying the Fiechtner Professorial Chair in the Oswald
Hoffman School of Christian Outreach.  
“God has always showed us the way and blessed our

efforts in His time. The glory is His,” Dr. Bunkowske said. 
The Bunkowskes have four married children and ten

grandchildren. They live in Maplewood, Minnesota. Dr.
Bunkowske is currently Professor of Christian Outreach at
Concordia University in Saint Paul.

Dr. Eugene and Bernice Bunkowske Honored 
with LBT Lifetime Achievement Award

Rev. Dr. Douglas Rutt with Dr. Eugene and Bernice
Bunkowske.

missionaries’ out the window,” Rich said. “We focus on
taking what the Lord gives us and brings to us, and leads us
to develop… on following where He leads to open doors, to
connect with the community, to work at this ministry, to
attend to our family and set up a life here.” 
There was an initial sense of isolation. “We were warmly

and enthusiastically welcomed by chiefs and church leaders
in many of the villages we first visited,” Rich said. “But
when we first arrived in our home village, no one came to
welcome us, the chief was gone. We were alone physically
and culturally.”  
Maya and Rich were surprised at how hard they had to

work to set up housekeeping in their village of Kang. “We
discovered many things by chance, or through talking with

neighbors,”
Maya said.
“Normally
simple things
like securing gas
for cooking and
hot water,
getting better
water pressure
or screens on the windows, took quite a while. Figuring out
food, even the names for local cuts of meat and how that
translated into what we grew up with, was enlightening. In

Rich working on a draft of Luke 7 with TJ Molemele 
and Golekanye Reichelt.

Rudowskes
Continued from page 1

Continued on page 4



Botswana what Americans call ‘stewing beef’ is called
goulash. What they call ‘stewing beef’ is chunks of tough,
fuzzy meat on bones. We were pretty hungry for a couple of
months while we worked through things like that,” Maya said.
‘Routine’ for a family with five children living in a small,

rural southern Africa village may be a difficult concept to
implement, much less maintain. “We are outside the

‘busyness’ of
American life
so our
family’s habits
and practices
are much
more solid
and limited,”
Maya said.

by  Rick  Allmon

Over the years there have been mottos
and catch phrases designed to
remind and encourage us to give to

various causes. We’ve been asked to give
sacrificially, give joyfully, and even to
give until it hurts.
You can now also Give by Cell, an easy

and painless way to make a financial
donation to the ministry of LBT.
LBT has enlisted the services of the

Mobile Giving Foundation to help facilitate gifts to the
ministry of Bible translation. It’s quick and convenient. Just
text your gift in by using your cell phone. Type in the access
code 20222 with the message LBT5 or LBT10. By typing in
LBT5 and pushing send, you will have made a donation to
LBT in the amount of $5. Type in LBT10, and you’ve
donated a gift of $10. It’s that easy! 

Please note, receipting will be done through
your cell phone provider and not through LBT.
Messaging and data rates may apply.
All gifts, both large and small, are very

significant to our missionaries. Gifts received
through Give by Cellwill be applied to specially
selected Mission Projects for each of the
remaining months in 2010. A detailed list of
projects is posted on LBT’s website, www.lbt.org.
Here are some additional ideas. Invite your

Bible study group to make cell phone donations
to LBT. Introduce cell phone giving to friends
and family. Encourage your kids to make their
ministry tithe to ministry through the use of their cell phones.
Include the program in your church newsletter or church
bulletin. There are all sorts of possibilities. Why not give 
it a try?
Thanks for all you do to promote God’s Word in Every

Language. We hope you take advantage of Give by Cell. God
bless you for your prayers, your words of encouragement,
and your financial support.
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Rick Allmon

Give by Cell
Txt 2 giveTxt 2 giveLBT5 for $5LBT5 for $5

oror
LBT10 for $10
LBT10 for $10to 20222to 20222

Txt 2 giveLBT5 for $5
or

LBT10 for $10to 20222

“We have more time for family, for Bible reading together,
for studying morning and evening. We are eating healthier
and getting more sleep.”
But the slower pace and isolation can be vexing for the

children. “The children miss the opportunities they used to
take for granted… going to a park or shopping mall or
McDonald’s,” Maya says. “Every day is much the same for
them and they can get bored. The local children are in
school almost all day so play time with new friends during
the day is limited.” 
It has taken months tiptoeing around, over, and through

the cultural and social habits and practices that are part of
setting up housekeeping and a ministry in a completely new
place. “There is a very structured protocol and official way
to proceed for all situations,” Rich said. “Learning that early
on has been a big help in seeking partners and decisions as

we establish our ministry and
home here.”
“The people are more shy

than we expected,” Rich said.
“They are much more cautious
and reserved. It is harder to get
to know people here than we
thought it would be. The
villages are spread out and

Continued on page 7

Rudowskes
Continued from page 3

As they left the U.S. for Africa in the
summer of 2009, Rich and Maya were

most concerned about settling in, setting up
a new home and household in an alien
place, and adjusting to a completely

different life with their five children. They
worried about beginning and establishing
their ministry, balancing work and family,

how they would fit in to a new community…
and how their five children would adjust.

They thought they would most miss friends,
family, good coffee and easy access to

services and goods to help them live and
flourish overseas. They looked forward to

forsaking the busyness and media
bombardment of U.S. life.

Rudowske family with volunteer missionary Ranae Holdeman.
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by  Peter Slay ton, LBT Mobilization Coordinator

T his past June, eighteen individuals curious about
becoming missionaries traveled from places like Texas,
North Dakota, New Hampshire and Iowa, to Aurora,

Illinois. As a result of what they experienced, several have
now taken the next step towards becoming long term overseas
missionaries with Lutheran Bible Translators.
They gathered for a three-day introductory seminar,

presented by LBT staff and missionaries, to learn more about
missionary service with LBT. I opened IDIOM (In Depth
Investigation of Mission), by asking, “What if the only way
for you to worship God was in a language you didn’t speak or
understand?”
For millions around the world, this is a very real situation.

God’s Word has not yet been translated into their language.
Because of this lack, worship services… if they even exist…
are often conducted in majority languages, even if a
significant number of the congregation speaks another
minority language as their heart language.
During the three days at IDIOM, participants had an

opportunity to experience some of that frustration firsthand as
they attempted to worship in a language other than their heart
language. This experience also helped them focus on why
they were at IDIOM – to consider whether God was preparing
them to serve overseas to help bring people to faith in Christ
by making the Word of God available to those who do not yet
have it in the language of their hearts. 
For three days they learned what it takes to be a translation

advisor, Scripture engagement advisor, ethnomusicologist, or
to serve in a number of other missionary roles essential in
helping LBT fulfill its mission. At the end, comments such
as, “This event opened my eyes to something new, seeing
LBT in a light and depth I’ve never noticed or known before,”
and “I have had a wonderful time, learned a lot, and grew in
appreciation and respect for LBT,” were the norm.
Are you considering missionary service as a career? Then

come to IDIOM and learn how God might be preparing you
to serve with us. But don’t take our word for it! The June
participants say it best: “If you’re at all interested in Bible
translation/missions, go, learn, discern,”  “It’s a really good
chance to experience more and search yourself while learning
more about LBT,” and finally, “You should go, there is
nothing to lose! ”
2011 IDIOM sessions are scheduled for June 1-4 and

August 3-6. Contact PSlayton@LBT.org for more information
or check out IDIOM on the LBT website, www.LBT.org.

Need More Information?
Return this coupon to:
Rick Allmon, CFRE 

Associate Director for Development

Lutheran Bible Translators, 303 N Lake Street, PO Box 2050, 

Aurora, IL 60507-2050

Phone: 1-800-532-4253 or 630-897-0660 Fax: 630-897-3567 

E-mail: Rick@LBT.org

Your Name________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________

Phone with Area Code _______________________________________

■ Please send me information on When the Time Comes.
■ I would like information on making a gift of stock by electronic

transfer.

■ Please contact me.

Making a Gift?
Your tax-deductible gift can be made by check or credit card.
Please use the enclosed self-addressed envelope.

Credit Card: ■ Visa ■ MasterCard ■ Discover ■ American Express

Credit Card Number: _______________________________________

Expiration Date: ___________________________________________

Name on Card: ___________________________________________

Amount of Gift: ___________________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________________

■ I would like to make a regular monthly donation by major credit card.

■ I would like to make a one-time gift.

Additional on-line giving opportunities and information about LBT are
available on our web site: www.LBT.org

Individuals and Couples
Curious about Long Term
Overseas Missionary Service
Learn More at IDIOM 

Fall Dinners 
Coming Soon

LBT will host several lunch and dinner events this Fall. 

November 9 Phoenix, Arizona
November 11 Knotts Berry Farm, Buena Park, California
November 13 Seattle, Washington
November 15 Denver, Colorado

The dates are firm but details are still pending. For more
information, call 1-800-532-4253.



by Rev. Dan and Jan Gilbert

Editor’s note: Messenger editors asked LCMS NID
President Rev. Dan Gilbert, and his wife, Jan, to reflect on
their recent mission retreat to West Africa, and to share their
observations with you, our readers.

We have been good friends for many years with Ed and
Wilma Rupprecht, LBT missionaries in Nigeria. For
years they urged us to lead a retreat for all the LBT

missionaries in West Africa. Since we do extensive short-
term missions in both Latin America (Dan speaks Spanish)
and Norway, Africa just never happened. Things finally
worked out this past March and we were able to do a retreat
to Africa.  It was not only for LBT missionaries but for the
LCMS missionaries in West Africa as well. So off we went to
lead the retreat in Ghana. We were there for eight days with a
travel day on each end. (Special thanks to LBT missionary
David Federwitz for making all the arrangements.)
We did a little sight-seeing, but it was not at all what most

people think of in terms of visiting Africa. For example, the
wildlife we saw was birds and small lizards — nope, no
elephants, hippos, giraffes, lions. Just lizards and birds. But
we’re so glad we went.
Before the retreat we asked the missionaries what they

wanted. They replied they’d like Bible study, worship and
maybe time as couples meeting with the two of us – all of
which happened. They also said that while they wanted it to
be interactive, they wanted to be on the receiving end, not
leading, so they could really be refreshed by God’s Word.
They requested a study of Philippians and Judges; we also
did a one day study on “The Mission of God.” For the
Sunday service we had an additional blessing: Dr. Paul Fynn,
president of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana, with
his wife Gertrude, presided at the service, with Dan
preaching. 
So what did we take away from the experience? Two 

main things.
First, we were overwhelmed by the dedication, the

sacrifices and the humility of the missionaries. The first
night at evening worship Dan told the missionaries what
heroes they are and how the rest of the church respects and
admires them so much. But the next day one of the
missionaries told him, “We’re not really comfortable with
you saying that. After all, we’re just following our God-given
vocations like any other Christian.” Wow. That’s a servant’s
heart and true humility.
Secondly, the worship times were not only a blessing but

also a lesson. We purchased “The Lutheran Organist” CD set
from CPH and had a bunch of hymns put on a small MP3

player. Then we used “Lutheran Service Builder” to print
hymns and orders of service, such as Matins and Compline.
The first night at worship Dan told the missionaries that we
had these hymns, but that we could use other songs and
styles as well if they’d like. When the first hymn started to
play through the small sound system, many of the
missionaries had tears in their eyes. As one of them said
later, “It was two or three days before we could listen to and
sing those hymns without crying.” Why? “We love African
worship, and we would never want Africans to have to adopt
our style of music. But we grew up with those hymns; it’s
our heart language.” (By the way, we used nothing but
hymns from the MP3 player the whole time.) 
These two things, following the Lord’s calling or

vocation, and working with people in their heart languages,
will always stick with us. A Christian second grade girl
doing her best to be a good friend to her classmates and
praying for missionaries; a carpenter, a medical worker, a
retired person doing human care and being faithful in prayer;
a high school athlete displaying the Fruit of the Spirit; a full-
time church worker in a city or suburb or rural area; a mom,
dad, grandparent, sibling, son or daughter, neighbor – each
one carrying out God’s call, God’s vocation in his or her life,
is a hero. 
And heart language: Jesus, the greatest missionary of all,

didn’t expect us to become like Him before He’d help us. He
became like us, and literally became sin for us, nailed to the
cross, to forgive us and to let us see the heart and face of
God in a truly human face. He came into our culture, took on
our heart language and heart life. He defeated death for us.
So we go both to our neighbors and to the nations, speaking
the heart language of the people we encounter, to show them
and tell them the Good News of Jesus.
Yes, in Christ every Christian is a hero. But boy, our LBT

and LCMS missionaries… well, you get the idea.
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Mission to the Missionaries

Rev. Gilbert led Bible studies in Philippians and Judges.



people fence in their land so things aren’t as intimate,” Rich
said. “But when we do get to know people and they learn
why we are here, they generally are very supportive and
friendly.”
As their circle of contacts grows from village to village,

Rich is learning the local language, cultivating relationships,
learning the ropes and working on putting together a solid
translation team for the mission task ahead.
“We are very thankful for all the people back home who

have been thinking about and praying for us this last year,”
Maya and Rich said. “We have felt His presence and He has
guided and provided for us.”

Rudowskes
Continued from page 4
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Birthdays

FO
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CUT HERE CUT HERE

Designated
46%

General
(Undesignated)

28%
Program

76%

Administration
15%

Fundraising 
9%

Restricted 

Funds 4% 

2nd Quarter Income 2nd Quarter Expenses

Endowments -5%

Support
9%

Bequests 27%

LBT Partnership Support

Prayer partnership is the backbone of this ministry. Here are several
prayer concerns for which we ask your support. May God bless you
abundantly!

BOTSWANA
■ praise God for the formation
of the Shekgalagari Bible
Translation Project Board.
Give praise that this group is
very enthusiastic and
committed to having God’s
Word in the Shekgalagari
language.

■ praise God for the ministry
of Carl and Melody Knight,
who have completed their
ministry in botswana and 
have returned to the U.S. for 
a period of repatriation 
before retirement at the end 
of this year.

CAMEROON
■ pray for the Fay family as
they continue preparation for
their work in Cameroon. pray
especially for Cara, whose
baby is due in November.

GHANA
■ pray for Rev. Nathan and
Sarah Esala as they return to
Ghana and resume their
ministry among the Komba
people following a
partnership development
furlough.

April 1 — June 30, 2010
Unaudited Unaudited 
2nd Quarter Year-to-date

INCOME

Designated $401,179 $772,881
General (Undesignated) 238,735 472,258
Restricted Funds 38,236 55,425
Bequests 231,146 301,819
Endowments  (49,333) 23,268
Total Income $859,963 $1,625,651

EXPENSES

Program $689,376 $1,433,594
General & Administration 150,391 300,664
Fundraising  78,617 135,620
Total Expenses $918,384 $1,869,878
Net Total ($58,421) ($244,227)

NOTE: During the second quarter of 2010, LBT did not purchase
any additional computers or equipment.

September
2 Marshall Schultz

United States
3 Peg Seitz

Cameroon
4 Karissa Esala

(1999)
Ghana

7 Mark Konrad
Service Center Staff

11 Carrie Federwitz
papua New Guinea

13 Ethan Kinney
(1992)
United States

17 David Snyder
United States

21 Luke Kinney (1989)
United States

24 Carl Knight
United States

26 Caleb Rodewald
(1992)
South Africa

27 Rebecca DeLoach
papua New Guinea

27 Kedra Kinney
United States

29 Jacob Rodewald
(1994)
South Africa

OCtOber
3 Joel Miller

(1994)
thailand

8 Jim Laesch
Service Center Staff

10 Cara Fay
Cameroon

10 Chuck Speck
United States

11 Martin Weber
Cameroon

12 Sharon Vega
Service Center Staff

14 Rob Veith
botswana

14 Jonathan Federwitz
papua New Guinea

15 Dan Finley
United States

18 Paul Kinney
Service Center Staff

18 Bill Eckermann
papua New Guinea

26 Linda Gari
Service Center Staff

30 Chuck Tessaro
Nigeria

NOvember
2 Rebecca Rudowske

(2004)
botswana

13 Michaela Federwitz
(2002)
Ghana

14 Dianne Eckermann
papua New Guinea

21 Marshall Gillam
Service Center Staff

22 Leah Federwitz
(1999)
papua New Guinea

23 Joel Kaiser (1990)
United States

23 Christopher
Rudowske
(1995)
botswana

26 Jim Pindras
Service Center Staff

26 Sarah Esala
Ghana

*Leave of Absence

Gift Designations 
Your gifts in support of an LBT missionary are applied to
the budget of the designated missionary. If the budget for
that missionary is fully funded, surplus funds are used to
assist other missionaries whose budgets are in deficit. If
all missionary budgets are completely funded, surplus
funds are applied to the General Fund.
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■ praise God for Eshinee
Veith’s June graduation
with a m.A. in Applied
Linguistics from the
Graduate Institute of

Applied Linguistics in
Dallas, texas.

■ praise God for the successful
internship of Rachael Nielsen.
rachael, a student at moody
bible Institute, spent two
months in Nigeria over the
summer, working with Lbt
missionaries ed and Wilma
rupprecht.

■ praise God for a very
successful June IDIOM
(missionary recruitment
event). three couples began
the career application process,
one person applied for an
internship, and several others
expressed interest in future
Lbt work. 
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Messenger

LIBERIA
■ praise God for providing
LIBTRALO with a reliable
vehicle. LIbtrALO was able
to purchase a truck from
retiring LCmS missionaries
Delano and Linda meyer at a
very good price. 

NAMIBIA
■ pray for John Strasen and
the Dhimba translation team
as they complete the New
testament at the end of the
year.

■ pray for new recruits for
Lbt, especially someone to
fill a Scripture engagement
position in Namibia.

NIGERIA
■ praise God for
successful New
testament checking
workshops at the
Nigeria Bible Translation
Trust over the summer.

UNITED STATES
■ Continue praying for a
healthy pregnancy for Ali
Federwitz, who is expecting
in September.

■ pray for rev. Tim and Lisa
Beckendorf and Rev. Chuck
and Karen Tessaro as they
spend time sharing about their
ministry with churches and
individuals in the U.S.

Prayer
&

Praise

Want more information about translation,
Scripture engagement, or LBT’s ministry 
in a specific country?  
Sign up to receive one 
or more prayer letters 
from LBT missionaries.

Call Karen Campbell 
at 1-800-532-4253 for more details.


