
Months of planning, co-
ordination, recruiting and training
mother tongue speakers as well as

actual recording
precede the
completion of a
usable, basic
audio track. Once
the recording is
completed,
FCBH
missionaries and
technicians add
music, sound
effects, and perform a final master edit
before transferring the approved, finalized
audio Bible onto a microchip for insertion

into a simple, durable, portable audio player called The
Proclaimer.
The Kwanja recording project began in the spring of

2009, when the Webers started canvassing village to village.
They sought out Kwanja speakers with the voice, desire and
time to serve as potential readers. They made a contest out
of it. The winners qualified for one of the 37 speaking parts
needed to record the Kwanja audio New Testament. 
“Finding good fluent readers with the right accents,

inflections, sense of drama and meaningful verbal
expression is a real challenge,” Martin Weber said. “We
needed people who could verbally express joy and sorrow,
mocking and strife, anger and relief, amazement and
reverence. In addition to individuals, we needed voices for
crowds and narrators.”

Inside this issue…
A Heart for Missions: 
Holy Week – 2010 ...................................2

Interested in Becoming a Missionary? ...2

What Will Your Faith Legacy Be?.............2

Summer Hours at LBT..............................2

What do Missionaries do when School 
can be 200 Miles Away?.........................3
Reflections: Fire and Feedback ...............4
Blessed to be a Blessing!........................4
Principal Gifts Officer Named ..................5
LBT Welcomes New Missionaries ............6

Lutheran Bible Translators

The mission of Lutheran Bible Translators [LBT] is to help
bring people to faith in Jesus Christ by making the Word of
God available to those who do not yet have it in the language
of their hearts.

Finishing and publishing a written New Testament
translation in a new language is not the end of the
mission. It’s the end of the beginning.

Martin and Joan Weber, LBT
missionaries to Cameroon, celebrated
the dedication of the Kwanja New
Testament in December of 2006. That
translation occupied a generation of
their time and efforts. Even before the
dedication, the Webers were planning
literacy and outreach programs —
Scripture engagement initiatives — 
to encourage the 20,000 Kwanja
speaking people to use and embrace
their new Bible. 
But literacy rates for most

languages spoken in Cameroon are
very low. There is limited support for using or learning most
of the more than 200 languages spoken in the country. So a

good solution for bringing
the Word of God to the
people in their heart
language frequently means
producing an audio version
of the translation.
To help make the

Kwanja New Testament
universally accessible to all
who speak the language,
LBT teamed up with Faith
Comes By Hearing
(FCBH). 

Audio Bibles reach more people…

Written Kwanja New Testament is 
Launching Point for Audio Kwanja Scripture

Continued on page 6
Joan Weber followed along as Scripture was
recorded.

The Kwanja audio New
Testament will be available on
Proclaimers later this year.

Large groups of people can listen to the
Proclaimer at the same time. 

PHOTO ARE COURTESY OF FCBH
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For more information call Rick at 1-800-532-4253.



Holy Week – 2010
T his edition of The Messenger is in the final stages of

preparation during Holy Week. Although you will be
reading this article several weeks after Easter, thoughts

of Holy Week are very much on my mind these days.
During Holy Week, we follow the journey of our Lord

from Palm Sunday through Good Friday to Easter Sunday.
On Palm Sunday, the crowds welcomed him on his entry
into Jerusalem. By Friday, the cheers had turned to jeers as
Jesus was arrested, put on trial, abused, and finally crucified. 
This year my attention was particularly drawn to

Matthew’s account of the arrest. The scene in Gethsemane
draws to a close with these ominous words: “Then all the
disciples deserted him and fled.”
Amazing! After three years of teaching and miracles, they

fled! After hearing the Sermon on the Mount directly from
his lips, they fled! After his personal instruction on how to
pray, they fled!
The disciples had the best thing possible — Jesus’

presence, His example, and His Words — but they fled.
Those whom we at Lutheran Bible Translators serve have, in
many cases, very little of God’s precious Word. They have
limited access to Palm Sunday, Good Friday, and Easter. 
It is our great privilege to help make the Word of God

available to them in the language that speaks to their heart.
The crucifixion and resurrection of our Lord are powerful
truths that must be shared.
Thank you for your partnership in ministry that brings

God’s Word to those who do not yet have it. One day that
great choral response will be heard in
all languages — He is Risen. He is
Risen indeed!
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Dr. Marshall R. Gillam, CFRE
Executive Director

a  h e a r t  
f o r  m i s s i o n s

To reduce costs, most Service Center staff whose responsibilities allow will 
work longer days, four days a week. The office will be officially closed on Fridays
through the summer. This action, coupled with other budget adjustments, will
provide more resources for ministry efforts.
Starting the week of June 7 and ending Labor Day weekend, switchboard hours

will be Monday-Thursday, 7:30 am – 4:30 pm. Anyone calling before or after
switchboard hours can leave a message via our answering machine or in an
individual staff member’s voice mail.
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Interested in Becoming 
a Missionary?

Know Someone Who Is?
Then Don’t Miss LBT’s Free Seminars

Each summer, LBT hosts two free seminars 
near Aurora, Illinois. Individuals and couples from
across the country, curious about possible overseas
missionary service, interact for two days with 
seasoned missionaries, have their questions 

answered, explore possibilities, and find out what 
it takes to serve on the mission field.

2010 Dates:
June 2-5 August 4-7

We’d love to talk with you!
Want to find out more?

Call: 1-800-532-4253 and ask for Peter Slayton (x 23)
Website: www.LBT.org— click on Become a

Missionary and then click on IDIOM (In Depth
Investigation of Missions)
Email: PSlayton@LBT.org

What Will Your 
Faith Legacy Be?
Designating or bequesting gifts is one way to 

answer God’s call. It helps assure that support for the
missions closest to your heart can live on.

Learn more. Subscribe to Insights, Lutheran Bible
Translators free quarterly financial newsletter. 

Call 1-800-532-4253 x 40 or e-mail
Development@LBT.org.

Summer 
Hours at LBT
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Parents everywhere worry about the health, welfare,
growth and education of their children. LBT
missionary parents serving with their children overseas

in remote, isolated locales and villages are no different.
Assuring the best education possible for their children is a
challenging necessity.
It’s one thing to sacrifice and devote yourselves to mission

service. But no parents want their children to suffer or be
deprived of the best education and opportunities possible
because of where they are living or what they are doing.
Some missionaries have access to good quality schooling

in the town where they live, but what if that
isn’t the case? LBT missionaries have three
major solutions for this situation: home
schooling, boarding school, and missionary
teachers.
Christina Riddle is an LBT educational

support missionary volunteer currently
gathering partner support for her second tour
in Africa. She combines some of the best
aspects of homeschooling and missionary
teacher educational approaches to help
missionary families.
In January, 2008, she left the U.S. for

Ghana, where she helped Rev. Nathan and
Sarah Esala, and David and Valerie
Federwitz, school their children. She returned
to Ghana in April 2010 to continue her
service with the Federwitz family.
Born and raised in suburban Columbus,

Ohio, Christina had previously served 18 months in Taiwan
teaching English as a second language. When she returned, a

Columbus area pastor who
knew the Esalas introduced
her to them, opening the
possibility of serving
overseas, assisting LBT
missionaries with raising and
educating their children.
Christina’s first experience

when she arrived in Ghana in
January, 2008, had nothing
to do with home schooling
Karissa Esala. She found
herself awake at 5:30 in

the morning, riding to the hospital
for 45 minutes in the back of an
SUV driven by Sarah Esala, holding
a bowl up to Aili Esala’s car seat so
the then two-year-old could vomit
into it. Then Christina, Sarah, and
the three Esala children waited
outside the doctor’s door for the
doctor to wake up. Not your
normal first day of school.
“I quickly found my place was

much more than
being a teacher,”
Christina said. “I serve by filling a need. The
need can change daily, so it’s important to be
flexible.” When the Esalas went on furlough,
Christina moved on to help David and Valerie
Federwitz with their four children.
Her primary role is teaching, helping to

prepare and execute lesson plans and special
projects as part of home schooling. Typical
subjects include language arts, science,
religion, math, and history. 
An additional person in the home allows

for more one-on-one time helping mom and
the children with school work. But much of
Christina’s time is also devoted to helping
around the house so the chores can be
completed, meals prepared, or the moms can
focus on their children.

On the field, simple household tasks, easily and quickly
completed in the U.S., can take much longer or need to be
frequently repeated. “Windows need to be kept open because
of the heat, so dirt comes in, and our floors need to be swept
literally twice a day,” Christina said. “Basic food stuffs often
need to be purchased fresh and used relatively quickly and
markets can be miles away and only open certain days each
week. Frequently, if we need or want something, even
something basic like wheat bread, we might have to acquire
the wheat, have it ground into flour, and bake the bread
ourselves.”
“Nathan (Esala) and David (Federwitz) can be gone from

the house and village working for extended periods of time,”
Christina says. “Just keeping track of the children and
keeping them constructively occupied can be a major

What do Missionaries do when School 
can be 200 Miles Away?
Rely on Homeschooling and a Missionary Kid Teacher/Tutor…

Continued on page 5
Christina, with Micah and JoyAnna
Federwitz, often helped prepare meals.

Sweeping up after an ant
infestation – the dustbin is
entirely filled with ant bodies.

Interested in becoming a
Missionary Kid Teacher?

Rev. Rich and Maya
Rudowske, and their five
children, are serving in

Botswana. Rich and Maya 
are interested in hosting a
teacher to help school 

their children.
If you are interested or

know someone who might be,
contact Peter Slayton 
at PSlayton@LBT.org
for more details.



r e f l e c t i o n s

by Rick Allmon

Blessings come in many forms.
Family, friends, good health, a
comfortable home, a shared smile,

the retreat of winter and the emergence
of spring, the joy of Easter — the list
goes on and on. I recently saw a church
billboard that read, “Don’t just count
your blessings, share them”. And that’s
just what you, our prayer and financial

partners, do on a regular basis.
LBT is indeed the recipient of countless blessings. They

come in all sizes. Just recently we received a check from a
Lutheran school in Minnesota. The attached note read, “This
money was collected from Little Saints Preschool student
chapel offerings. The children once again did various jobs at
home for their parents and brought their money so little
children of other countries can learn about Jesus in their own
language.” 

From the hearts and hands of children, we are blessed by
God’s littlest ones.
In contrast, LBT was also blessed to receive a $34,000

check from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans — a special
grant to organizations participating in the now discontinued
GivingPlus Program. The grant was provided to offset the
dollars we would have normally received had the program
not been eliminated.
Of course, LBT qualified for these funds because you

have been so faithful with your gifts, requesting matching
funds from Thrivent with each donation for the past several
years. We are grateful and appreciative, and once again
reminded how blessed we are, each day, because of you.
Think of it. Each year we enjoy twelve months of

blessings. That’s 52 weeks enriched by God’s love, 365 days
of unconditional grace, 8,760 hours of great joy, 525,600
minutes of happiness, and all of it overwhelmed by God’s
Glory! Thank you for sharing your blessings with LBT.
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by Sarah Esala

Iwas annoyed. Even though church leaders had beenencouraged to use the Komba Gospel of Luke that
is available in booklets, the evangelist Isaac was

reading from another translation. 
After church that day, Isaac asked to speak to

Nathan about the Komba translation. He was
troubled by a verse in the passage. In Luke 3:16,
where John the Baptist is speaking, it says, “I
baptize you with water. But one more powerful than
I will come... He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and with fire.” The Komba translation omitted
the phrase with fire. Isaac felt it was important to include
it since a major sign of Pentecost was the tongues of fire
signifying the Holy Spirit filling the believers. (Acts 2:3-4)
So why had with fire been left out? When this section was

translated, the translators felt that it should be excluded since
they saw fire metaphorically as a destructive force. They felt
it might actually be confusing to the meaning of the passage
since it references fire as a purifying agent. Both translators
were firm on this point, so Nathan let them stick with their
preference. However, this new development was a happy

cause to consider the passage again,
since ‘fire’ is so thematic and essential
to help the hearer connect various
Biblical passages that make
reference to it.  

Despite my first impression of
the situation in church, Isaac
gave us what we wanted —
feedback. That’s exciting for this
project that has required so much
vision building. At this point in the
translation, revisions can easily be

made. Our goal is to have an accurate,
beautiful, and clear translation that is

living and active among the Komba.    
Community involvement, particularly from the

Church, is necessary to accomplish this. Our prayer is that as
the Gospel of Luke is utilized, the Komba will read it and
wrestle with it and give their feedback. 
Rev. Nathan and Sarah Esala and family serve in

translation ministry among the Komba people of northern
Ghana.

Rick Allmon

Fire and Feedback

Blessed to be a Blessing!
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Principal Gifts
Officer Named
by Marshall Gillam

It is my privilege to introduce to
you the newest member of the LBT
staff — Michael Butterfield. Mike
brings to LBT a broad background
in fund development, Lutheran
school education, and
organizational leadership. I am
delighted to have Mike on the team.
Mike’s title is Associate

Director for Principal Gifts. You
are probably asking, “What does
that mean?” 
LBT has a rich heritage of support from

congregations and individuals. Those gifts have been
and always will be vitally important. But as LBT looks
to the future, additional funding will be essential as we
seek to expand the ministry that God has given us to
do. Principal Gifts will play an important role.
Principal gifts may be in the form of current dollars

for larger projects or in the form of estate planning for
future gifts.
So if you receive a call from Mike, I trust that you

will able to find some time to meet with him, get to
know his heart for missions, and hear what he has to
say. You’ll be glad that you did.

Need More Information?
Return this coupon to:
Rick Allmon, CFRE 
Associate Director for Development
Lutheran Bible Translators, 303 N Lake Street, PO Box 2050, 
Aurora, IL 60507-2050
Phone: 1-800-532-4253 or 630-897-0660 Fax: 630-897-3567 
E-mail: Rick@LBT.org

Your Name ___________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City/State/Zip_________________________________________________

Phone with Area Code ___________________________________________

n Please send me information on Estate Planning for Women.
n I would like information on making a gift of stock by electronic transfer.
n Please contact me.

Making a Gift?
Your tax-deductible gift can be made by check or credit card.
Please use the enclosed self-addressed envelope.

Credit Card: n Visa n MasterCard n Discover n American Express
Credit Card Number:___________________________________________

Expiration Date: ______________________________________________

Name on Card:_______________________________________________

Amount of Gift:_______________________________________________

Signature: __________________________________________________

n I would like to make a regular monthly donation by major credit card.
n I would like to make a one-time gift.
Additional on-line giving opportunities and information about LBT are available
on our web site: www.LBT.org

undertaking. Isolation and loneliness can take a toll… so
sometimes it’s important to just have another adult to talk to
and share with.”
Valerie Federwitz is happy to have Christina back. “Where

we live, you can’t just call up Grandma, ask a friend to drop by
and help, have things delivered or run to the corner store.
Having a person like Christina to ‘help fill in the blanks’ is
incredibly helpful. Companionship and having another adult to
talk with and share when spouses are away is a tremendous
blessing. Christina has become a close friend.”
Christina’s natural nervousness about living in a foreign

place was quickly overcome by the kindness and friendliness
of the Ghanaian people. “They laugh at me, but in a friendly
way, without ridicule, as if we are sharing the joke,” she
said. “It makes me want to laugh along, too.”
Some things still prove challenging. She has yet to get

used to the heat and humidity. Adapting to new ways of
doing things is also important. “Recycling is a virtue born of
necessity in Africa. We use it up and then find another use
for it,” she says. “Little gets thrown away… plastic bags,
bottles, tin cans... everything is cleaned and reused.”
“Battling infestations — mice, ants, bats, bugs — is a

major part of my life, so I’ve learned skills like setting and
emptying mouse traps,” Christina says. “My cat earns his
keep. He’s ferocious when it comes to keeping mice and
bugs out of my rooms.”
“Ghanaians often say they want to marry me, but I’m

pretty sure they’re just being polite,” Christina said.

Homeschooling… Continued from page 3

Mike Butterfield
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Some individuals only had a few lines.
They and others could double up,
speaking for more than one or two
Biblical figures. Others, like those who
spoke Jesus’ words, or Paul’s, would be
occupied for weeks, recording and re-
recording their lines. “Paul’s words in
Acts, and all of his epistles, make up
about 25 per cent of the New Testament,”
Joan Weber said. “The reader for Paul
had to be there for two full weeks,
reading half days…which is all one voice can stand.”
Alex and Isaac, a team from Theovision in Ghana, were in charge of the

recording process that began early in October…morning till night…six days a
week…for five weeks. “Do-overs” were common in an attempt to make sure the
final recording would be as good as it could be. But even then, Kwanja checkers

Kwanja Language New Testament
Continued from page 1

Rev. Ken Bunge, Rev. Chris LaBoube, and Chris and Janine
Pluger are the newest missionaries to join the LBT family. 

Rev. Ken Bunge served as an Arabic and
Hebrew linguist in the Air Force,
completing two tours of duty in Greece. He
retired in 2000. In 2006 he completed a
Masters of Divinity from Concordia
Seminary, St. Louis, and served a dual
congregation in Minnesota. He is assisting
in the translation of the Old Testament for

Chaldean Christians. The Chaldean people originated in Iraq
but today live in many other countries, including the United
States. The version of the Bible used by their church is in a
form of ancient Aramaic that is only understood by the clergy.
Rev. Bunge and his wife, Carol, live in Moorhead,

Minnesota. Carol is the Dean of Nursing at Rasmussen
College. Their son Chris is a sophomore in high school.

Rev. Chris LaBoube graduated from
Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville
with a degree in Mass Communications-
TV and Radio. He worked for five years at
radio stations and newspapers in central
Illinois and eastern Missouri. In 2000, he
began service with the LCMS World
Mission program “Volunteer Youth

Ministry.” He served in Japan teaching English to Japanese
Lutherans.
The time in Japan caused him to seriously consider full-

time church work. After much prayer, he began study at
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana.

During his third year at seminary, Rev. LaBoube had the
opportunity to spend three months alongside an LBT
missionary in Botswana, southern Africa. He learned first-
hand the importance of having at least a portion of the Bible
translated into mother-tongue languages. This exposure to
Bible translation made a deep and lasting impression.
In July 2007, Rev. LaBoube fulfilled his vicarage

internship in Windsor, Ontario, Canada and was assigned to
serve Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Greenleaf, Kansas.
Called to service with LBT in 2010, Rev. LaBoube will serve
in West Africa in Scripture engagement ministry.

Chris and Janine Plugermet in
high school, married in 1996, and
have one son, Sean, born in 2002. 
Chris graduated from Martin

Luther College in New Ulm,
Minnesota, with a BA in Liberal
Arts from the Studies in Pastoral
Ministry program. For the last ten
years, he has been a high school
Spanish, Latin, and Religion
teacher at private schools in Wisconsin and Ohio.
Janine graduated from Otterbein College in Westerville,

Ohio, with a BS in Elementary Education. She taught for
four years at schools in Texas and Wisconsin and studied
Sign Language Interpreting, working in the WELS Kingdom
Workers Mission Information Center. When Sean started pre-
school, Janine also went back to school, earning a degree
and becoming nationally certified in Surgical Technology.
The Plugers will serve in translation ministry in Africa.

LBT Welcomes New Missionaries

Finding fluent Kwanja readers was a challenge.

Rev. Ken Bunge

Rev. Chris LaBoube

Chris, Janine, and Sean Pluger

Continued on page 7

What is a Proclaimer?

The Proclaimer is a rugged, portable,
self-powered, digital, audio Bible player that
comes pre-loaded with the New Testament
on a microchip. The unit’s battery lasts up
to 15 hours on a charge, and can be
recharged more than 1,000 times. The
player has a built in generator that

recharges the battery through either hand
cranking, its own solar panel, or an

electrical outlet. The sound quality enables
groups of up to three hundred people to
listen at one time. Almost 200,000
Proclaimers are being listened 

to around the world.



identified mistakes, a wrong pitch here, a bothersome
inflection there, a hesitation that might change the meaning,
the wrong word. Some speakers were called back to make
things “just right”.
The Kwanja Proclaimer New Testament audio Bible will

be available in Cameroon later this year. FCBH spokesman
Jon Wilke says one of the most effective ways of using the
Proclaimer to share God’s Word is through Bible listening
groups. “Nationals gather in small groups to listen to a
reading or Bible story and then discuss it,” Wilke said.
“Given the openness of buildings in Africa, passers by can
hear what’s being said. They frequently stop to hear more or
ask questions. The Holy Spirit uses LBT missionaries and
The Proclaimer to spread God’s Word.” 
“‘The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.’ The

printed Word of God takes on ‘flesh’ through the recorded
voices speaking Kwanja for those who cannot read,” said
Martin and Joan Weber.

Kwanja Language New Testament…
Continued from page 6
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Designated
53%

General
(Undesignated)

32%
Program

78%

Administration
16%

Fundraising 
6%

Restricted 

Funds 3% 

1st Quarter Income 1st Quarter Expenses

Endowments 2%

Support
9%

Bequests 10%

LBT Partnership Support

Prayer partnership is the backbone of this ministry. Here are several
prayer concerns for which we ask your support. May God bless you
abundantly!

BOTSWANA
n Pray for Carl and Melody
Knight as they end their
ministry in Botswana this
summer. they plan to retire
from lBt at the end of the year.

n Pray for Rev. Tim and Lisa
Beckendorf as they prepare for
furlough and partnership
development later on this year.

n Praise God that Ranae
Holdeman was able to begin
serving as a temporary tutor for
the Rudowske children in
Botswana.

NAMIBIA
n Praise God that translation
work on the Dhimba New
Testament is near completion.
Pray for the translation team as
they work on final details.

NIGERIA
n Pray for peace and
reconciliation among
Christians and Muslims in
Nigeria, and pray for the safety
of missionaries and partners
serving there.

January 1 — March 31, 2010
Unaudited Unaudited 
1st Quarter Year-to-date

INCOME

Designated $371,701 $371,701
General (Undesignated) 223,863 223,863
Restricted Funds 17,189 17,189
Bequests 70,673 70,673
Endowments  11,610 11,610
Total Income $695,037 $695,037

EXPENSES

Program $725,301 $725,301
General & Administration 149,775 149,775
Fundraising  54,893 54,893
Total Expenses $929,969 $929,969
Net Total ($234,932) ($234,932)
NOTE: During the first quarter of 2010, LBT was able to purchase
3 missionary laptop computers and 13 desk top computers for the
Service Center. The total of these purchases were $9,400. These
costs are not reflected above.

Gift Designations Your gifts in support of Mission
Projects and Programs are applied to the designated
project or program. When a designated project is fully
funded, surplus funds are applied to comparable projects.
When a designated program is fully funded, surplus funds
are applied to the general fund.

June
2 Eshinee Veith

Botswana
6 Seth Rodewald

(1997)
South Africa

8 Ed Rupprecht
nigeria

12 Dean Mehl
united States

16 Susan Malone
Southeast Asia

17 Steven Shaneyfelt
(1994)
united States

18 Maya Rudowske
Botswana

28 Amanda Speck
(2006)
Mexico

28 Joshua Rudowske
(2003)
Botswana

30 Jo Ann Megahan
Botswana

July
1 Mary Holman

Ghana
5 Mary Blake

Service Center Staff
5 Aili Esala (2006)

Ghana
6 Judi Behrens

Service Center Staff
7 Jim Kaiser

united States
10 Joshua DeLoach

(2006)
Papua new Guinea

11 Vanice Schultz
united States

11 Peter Megahan
(1992)
Botswana

12 Nathan Esala
Ghana

12 Josiah Federwitz
(2004)
Ghana

19 Grace Closius
united States

25 Sarah Shaneyfelt
(1991)
united States

30 Andrew
Beckendorf
(2007)
Botswana

AuGuSt
1 Valerie Federwitz

Ghana
4 Tim Miller

thailand
8 Rachel Federwitz

(2004)
Papua new Guinea

8 Sarah Miller
(1997)
thailand

10 Rich Rudowske
Botswana

14 Mike Butterfield
Service Center Staff

14 Cheryl Jensen
Brazil
united States

30 Paul Closius
united States

*Leave of Absence
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n Give thanks that 
May 11 marks one 
year since Jonathan
Burmeister received 
a blood stem cell

transplant from his sister
as a cure for his aplastic

anemia. He has regained normal
levels of the main blood
components and is feeling 
well, but full recovery will take
about six months more.

n Pray for Rev. Nathan and
Sarah Esala, Paul and Ali
Federwitz, Alvina Federwitz,
and Rob and Eshinee Veith as
they spend much of the summer
sharing about their ministries
with churches and partners in
the u.S. Pray for a healthy 
pregnancy and birth experience
for Ali Federwitz. She and
husband Paul expect their third
child in September.

n Give praise for JoAnn
Hanson’s 35 years of service
with lBt. She retired from her
position in Gift Records in
March 2010. 
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Messenger Want more information about translation, Scripture
engagement, or LBT’s ministry in a specific country? 
Sign up to receive one or 
more prayer letters from 
LBT missionaries. 

Call Karen Campbell at 1-800-532-4253 for more details.

n Pray for Rev. Chuck and
Karen Tessaro as they make
plans for partnership
development during furlough
this fall.

n Praise God for the
completion of translation work
on the Ikwerre New Testament
and pray that the publication
process will go forward quickly
and smoothly.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
n Praise God that the Haruai
New Testament translation is
finished. Pray that God’s Word
will soon be in the hands of the
Haruai people.

UNITED STATES
n Praise God for new
missionaries Rev. Ken
Bunge, Rev. Chris
LaBoube, and Chris and
Janine Pluger. Pray for
their partnership development
and training, and for God's
leading as their assignments are
finalized.

n Praise God for the ministry
of Mike Butterfield, who
became lBt's Associate
Director for Principal Gifts 
in February.
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